


52 million deaths

globally by 2030 will be due to chronic iliness.

A 5% reduction in obesity would save California

$600 million



50% of health outcomes
are attributed to the physical
& social environment

People who live close to park and
recreation facilities engage in more
physical activity than those who do not



Almost 33% of fifth graders in
Los Angeles are obese due to
lack of exercise (and places to
do so)...

Parks now provide only 30% of anticipated
need
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For Family-Friendly Cities, Build Play Beyond the
Playground

BY RACHEL DOVEY | NEXT CITY | OCTOBER 24, 2014

arell Hammond budids playgrounds, From spiral slides to mind rock walls and glant games of

tic-tac-tos, his non-profit KaBOOM! is known for its thousands of comnmunity-centric parks, But
as childhood screen time and obesity rates rise, he's been forcad 1o ask an odd question about his
kid-friendly structures. In Hammonds words: “Whae ¥ kids aren't playing on them?* What if building

big beautiful playgrounds isnt enough?

A new report released today, “Using Behavioral Economics 1o Create Playable Cities” by the
noo-profit suggests a fascinating alternative, Instead of sewting spaces aside for play, why not integrace
them into the streets, sidewalks and bus stopes people use every day? If the park isn't a destination — if
it's a bus stop In the shape of the word BUS that kids can lounge, jump and slide on — then they end
up playing during their daily commute. And quick-access structures integrated into city streets could
boch keep families from leaving for the suburbs and encourage them o b, walk and take the bus
instead of driving cars,

With its emphasis on righting “play deserts,” KaBOOM! ig no stranger to the politics of park access
Like grocery stores, bike lanes and even crosswalks, play spaces tend 10 be one of the things thae adds
20 years of life 1o wealthier zip codes, and don’t exdist in poorer ones, But the report, conducted jointly
with ideasg2, delves into some of the psychalogical barriers that can also Emik access, using a lens
called “behavicral economics™ 1o see “how people make decigions in a complex and textured worlkd
where decails mater” Using this approach to evaluate interviews, researchers drew out the decision, “T
will take my kid 10 the park™ lie a slow-motion scene, allowing them 10 see every rapid-fire thought in
high definition.




CULTURE

“Skateboard Urbanism" Could Change Park Planning
BY CASSIE OWENS | NEXT CITY | OCTOBER 1, 2014

O n a Thursday afternoon in autumn, there are close to a dozen skateboarders and BMX riders
weaving around Paine’s Park obstacles and each other. Josh Dubin, the executive director of
Franklin’s Paine Skatepark Fund, explains that if school weren't in session, there would be more. The
Philadelphia skatepark, now open for more than a year, is the pride and joy of Dubin’s skateboarding
advocacy non-profit, which works to establish new parks in the City of Brotherly Love. Runners
following the adjacent Schuylkill River Trail pass by. A mother pushing a stroller cuts through a grassy
inlet. “It’s like a park,” says Billy Mahoney, 20, who skates at Paine’s Park a couple of times a week, on

the different kinds of visitors he sees.

Critics have praised Paine’s Park, a space that very easily could have been a large cement bowl, for
accommodating multifaceted use. At one glance, it looks very much like a plaza. From slightly higher
ground, its amphitheater design is more apparent. The tiered ledges curve in the direction of an

elevated stage. Complex named Paine’s Park in its list of world’s most innovative skate parks.

Inga Saffron, the Philadelphia Inquirer’s architecture critic, noted in her review that Franklin’s Paine
Skatepark Fund had to raise $4.5 million to bring their vision for Paine’s Park to life, and they did so by
“badgering state, city, and private funders to pay for the project” The space reveals the shift in how
skateboarders and architects imagine skateparks. But it also represents a surge of civically engaged
skateboarders who are taking city building seriously. The kids who clung to their boards in the ’8os and

’90s have grown up, some of them into advocates. San Antonio has a “skate plaza” program. Seattle
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PROGRAMMATIC USE COMPARISON MATRIX
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BREAKOUT OF FORMAL PROGRAMMATIC ELEMENTS
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PARKS VS RECREATION

DIMENSIONS / AREA
FLODR AREA RATIO

LAND UTILIZATION COSTY

AVESALGE CALOME S BLWONED
PLR PIRION / HOUR

ANNUAL MANTENANCE COST
TOTAL (PER S0 FT)

ALCESS

Pazx
1 X WA 150 9
12

A
12

S50 184 1 59)

PASXKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

UNCONTROLLED

A0G VWALONG
SASCITBALL/ TENNS COunT
FLAYGROUND

PCWMCENG

~SITTNG

RLC (HYPO PARX)
WO 1A sH
20

L2

1%

SN0 IS0 % [ §F)

NIN-FRORT (o, Polwe Ataviaes League, Cadwna Commenity Foundsson, q1c )

PRVATE DEVELOPER (Quamdy fee waiver|

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTRERSHIP (Lo Kaser Permansate)

CONTRILLED

WALENG

BASKLTRALL

PLAYGROUND 4-Squate, Hopstoth, Tethertall
SKATEBDARDING

JHOPE & ROCK CLINENG / RAIVLLLING
SHWUFRLEBOARD

BOCCE

‘HORSESHOE

MANDAALL

W MAMMOCKS

CAFE HIDSK / NEWSSTAND

NEIEMTUFTING
PATING CAGE

TRIVNG RANGE

MiNGOLF
SACROBAYICS (Trapere. Trampohine)
VOLLEYBALL

TABIE GAMES (Ovass, Chachers, Ping Porg)
FARIDUS

CAFE ) 005K NEWSSTAND
LAMMNG
ALUTDOOS MOVIES / PERSCRMANCE



HEALTH TO WEALTH
The New Value-Add In Real Estate

New Financing Sources
_Developers

New Partners
_Community health organizations, county dph, hospitals , parks & rec

New Operations
_Subsidized, “gated” vs non-gated attractions
_Includes concessions: sports bars, beer gardens, juice bars, magazine vendors

New Applications
_“Carve-out” of new mixed-use development vs. required open space fee
_Preventative “health-is-fun” pilot by healthcare facility as community investment



Ownership

Operations

I "

Pros: mission-driven, ongoing Pros: institutional support from
public funding “parent” organization

Cons: Public sector risk aversion Cons: Need to minimize public
Example: Municipal recreation  entity’s risk exposure

facilities Example: Commercial tenant

Pros: Leverage underused Pros: Most flexibility in terms of
urban spaces for public good  programming

Cons: Difficult to coordinate Cons: Attracting upfront capital
Example: Privately-owned for specialized facilities

public spaces (POPS) Example: Indoor gyms



SOCAL-GEBRA
HYPOPARK =

Programmatic Flexibility (without loss of variety)
+

Attraction (experience)
+

Openability/Closeability (safer; longer hours)
+

Intensiveness (active)
+

Blendability (with other land uses)
+

Scalability (greater availability of urban land)






