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Are Toilets Important?
Physical	aspects	of	relieving	bladder		
and	bowel	with	a	condiGon	
•  IBS	–	mulGple	bowel	movements	and	urgency	
to	reach	toilets	
•  17%	of	UK	populaGon	
•  11%	Men	
•  23%	Women	
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Are Toilets Important?
Royal	Society	for	Public	Health	
(2019)	
Lack	of	toilets	is	“affecGng	equality,	
mobility,	physical	fitness	and	other	
aspects	of	health”		
• Access	to	toilets	when	outside	of	the	
home	is	a	necessity	for	living	acGve	lives	

		



What makes a good toilet for ac-ve living?
• Acceptable	
• Clean	
• Comfortable	
•  Familiar	
•  Sense	of	security	
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What makes a good toilet for ac-ve living?
• Available		
• Provision	is	fragmented	
• Public	and	private	providers	
• Different	iniGaGves	for	extending	
provision	
• Community	Toilet	Schemes	
• Can	cause	confusion	for	users	–	whose	in	
whose	out?		

	
• GBPTM	



The Great Bri-sh Public Toilet Map 
• Bring	together	fragmented	situaGon	
• A	map	for	all	‘publicly	accessible	toilets’	
•  ‘Any	toilet	the	public	can	use	without	being	‘a	customer’	
• Data	gathered	from	all	407	local	authoriGes	through	FOI.	
• Open	data	from	NaGonal	Rail	Enquiries;	Open	Street	Map.	
• Crowdsourcing	
• On-line	resource.	App	in	development	
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Council Analysis

•  Large	councils	of	natural	
interest	
• Councils	with	strong	CTS	

• Cornwall	(203)	
• Highlands	(191)	
• City	of	London	(108)	

•  Flintshire	(4)	
•  South	Ribble	(4)	
• North	Kesteven	(4)	

Most	toilets:	
	

Fewest	toilets:	
	

2016	GBPTM	data	
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What are Publicly Accessible Toilets?





Publicly Accessible Toilets

Included	on	Great	BriGsh	Public	Toilet	Map	
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Example: London Fields
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Thank you

Gail	Ramster	
gail.ramster@rca.ac.uk	/	@gaillyk	
	
Professor	Jo-Anne	Bichard	
Jo-anne.bichard@rca.ac.uk	
	
Great	Bri7sh	Public	Toilet	Map	
toiletmap.org.uk	/	@gbtoiletmap	
	
Public	Convenience	Ltd	
hIp://publicconvenience.org	
	

	
	
	
	




